
Firm Overview

fenwick & west llp provides comprehensive legal services 
to technology and life sciences companies of national and 
international prominence. approximately 250 attorneys offer 
corporate, intellectual property, litigation and tax services. 

Corporate Group
We service innovative companies, from early start-ups to mature public companies.

Start-Up Companies. We have represented hundreds of growth-oriented companies 

from inception through maturity. Our attorneys understand what it takes to start with 

only an idea, build a team, found a company, raise venture capital funding and grow a 

business. We have represented many of the nation’s leading venture capital firms and 

do multiple deals each year with companies financed by these market leaders. 

Mergers and Acquisitions. We are ranked by MergerMarket as one of the top five 

most active legal advisor in the U.S. for technology sector M&A. We understand 

the problems that arise in technology company acquisitions and focus our efforts 

on issues that are of the most value to the client. Our expertise spans the entire 

spectrum of high technology, from life sciences to semiconductors, and our lawyers 

are equally adept at small private company transactions and multi-billion dollar 

public transactions. Of particular importance to our high technology client base is 

the extraordinary acumen of our due diligence mergers and acquisitions teams in 

locating and documenting intellectual property holdings of buyers and sellers. For 

clients involved in larger deals, our antitrust lawyers are experienced in working with 

the Department of Justice and Federal Trade Commission in the pre-merger clearance 

process. We understand the many issues that can mean the difference between a 

successful transaction and a broken promise. 

Public Offerings and Securities Law Compliance. Our extensive representation of 

emerging companies has given us substantial depth of experience in public offerings. 

In recent years, we have represented companies or investment banks in more than 

100 initial public offerings, which, combined, have raised over $7.5 billion dollars. We 

have helped our clients raise billions more in follow-on debt and equity offerings. Our 

counseling practice for technology companies regarding ongoing public securities law 

issues includes extensive Sarbanes-Oxley compliance and board or audit committee 

counseling. 

Strategic Alliances. For many technology and life sciences companies, the path 

to financing and commercialization begins with their first collaboration or joint 

venture with an industry partner. These agreements can often make or break a 

young technology company. We help clients think through the business, intellectual 

property, tax and other legal issues that arise in their corporate partnering 

transactions and joint ventures. 



Executive Compensation. As an integral part of the corporate 

practice, we counsel clients on a wide range of employee benefits 

and compensation matters. We assist companies in establishing 

and administering employee benefit arrangements. Our lawyers 

help define and structure stock or other equity plans and 

arrangements, as well as tax qualified and fringe benefit plans, 

that meet the companies’ needs and comply with ever-changing 

regulatory requirements. In the context of public offerings and 

acquisitions, our attorneys handle the issues that regularly arise 

with equity plans or other employment benefit arrangements.

Intellectual Property Group 
We deliver comprehensive, integrated advice regarding all aspects 

of intellectual property protection and exploitation. Fenwick & 

West has been consistently ranked as one of the top five West 

Coast firms in intellectual property litigation and protection 

for the past 10 years by Euromoney’s Managing Intellectual 

Property publication. From providing sophisticated legal 

defense in precedent-setting lawsuits, to crafting unique license 

arrangements and implementing penetrating intellectual property 

audits, our intellectual property attorneys have pioneered and 

remain at the forefront of legal innovation. We are continually in 

sync with our clients’ technological advances in order to protect 

their positions in this fiercely competitive marketplace. 

The Intellectual Property Group is comprised of approximately 

80 lawyers and other professionals. A significant number of the 

lawyers in the group and other practice groups in the Firm have 

technical degrees, including advanced degrees, and substantial 

industry work experience. More than 35 attorneys are licensed 

to practice before the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. Our 

lawyers’ technical skills and industry experience help us render 

sophisticated advice with respect to novel technologies and 

related intellectual property rights issues. Attorneys in the group 

have lectured and published widely on emerging issues raised 

by the development, application and commercialization of 

technology. 

Litigation Group
Litigation is an unfortunate fact of life in business today. Our 

Litigation Group has the range of experience and critical mass 

to protect our clients’ interests in virtually any type of dispute, 

large or small. We are experienced in all methods of alternative 

dispute resolution and find creative ways to resolve cases short 

of trial. However, we are trial lawyers first and foremost; and the 

presence of our lawyers in a case signals to the other side that 

we are ready and willing to try the case aggressively and well, 

a message that itself often leads to a satisfactory settlement. 

While we have extensive litigation experience in a wide range of 

industries, we have exceptional depth and breadth in the areas 

of the law critical to our high technology clients. Those clients are 

leaders in such sectors as software and programming; Internet 

and entertainment; computer hardware; semiconductors and life 

sciences. We are regularly involved in significant cases involving 

intellectual property (patents, copyright, trademarks and trade 

secrets), employment disputes, corporate governance, securities, 

antitrust and general commercial litigation. In addition to civil 

litigation, our attorneys are experienced in representing clients in 

civil and criminal government investigations. Using a network of 

experienced local counsel, we routinely represent clients in cases 

throughout the United States. To support our lawyers, we have 

created a first-class litigation infrastructure of experienced legal 

assistants and computerized litigation support systems capable 

of handling everything from relatively small and simple cases to 

the largest and most complex “bet-the-company” mega-cases. 

Tax Group
Fenwick & West has one of the nation’s leading domestic and 

international tax practices. The Tax Group’s unusually exciting 

and sophisticated practice stems from a client base that is 

represented in every geographic region of the United States, 

as well as a number of foreign countries, and has included 

approximately 100 Fortune 500 companies, 38 of which are in the 

Fortune 100. In recent surveys of 1,500 companies published in 

International Tax Review, Fenwick & West was selected as one of 

only seven First Tier tax advisors in the United States.
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